HEN in 1960 a two hour blaze destroved

Boston's Freedom ouse “ X
!inm‘ et ‘ W lerracial, inter- ‘
faith civic center, which for a decade had
served the citv's Roxbury community. But as
unexpected X € DAl T wur into
a hastily-set-up emergency building fund, the
fire proved a blessing in disguise, Last Janu
ary. a new and better Freedom House, rebuilt
and refurbished at a cost of more than $70,000
”Pl'lh'(] its door to thousands of persons for a
two-day re-dedication celebration, ready to
resume its work toward better understanding
between men

Freedom House's humble origin dates back
to 1949. In that vear, a Boston Negro couple
Mr, and Mrs. Otto Snowden, envisioned a civic
center where Negroes, whites, Catholics, Prot-
estants and Jews could experience warm inter
personal contacts and pool their talents in
effective community programs., “W didn’t
even have the prove: bial-shoestring, just an
idea in the head.” recalled Mrs. Snowden, who
like her husband.  is a trained ,v,-;hd‘ worker
“But,” she continued, “with |
group of 17 px.'i';p!:' who belie
project, we rented a $10-a-{

radually, some of iin\hln\ wealthies
most igfluential citizens joine i project as

finan cotl tors, and before three years

had elapsed, a modern, attractive building was el = %

PO i? % tbe: 1 8 ; ; R
acquired to house the center Foundations and tained some battered desks, second-hand ty pe-

writers and a telephone, and started the work
which resulted in today's Freedom House
Civic Center.” Added her husband: “It was a
long, uphill fight. Many times we were pretty

trust funds helped and the people of Roxbury
became paying members and promoted bene-
fits to raise funds. Then came the fire and the
work had to be done all over.

Today, Freedom House is nn.iq“\n as a center discouraged; but we never let go of the vision
for adults interested in maintaining the stand- of our community as one in which we could

p > vohborhood and in s
ard of their neighborhood and in preserving be proud tolive. We were determined to ks

interracial harmony. It is a cultural bulwark vent Roxbury from becoming another blighted

arep.”

against community deterioration and, unlike |
other centers which aim at keeping children off
the streets, works to keep the streets safe for
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